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2014
Legislative Priorities

The Grandview and South Kansas City Chambers collectively represent the voices of over 420 businesses and organizations employing 10,000+ people in the region.
Top 2014 Priorities

1) Promote legislation to eliminate the use of cross border, state incentives within the KC metropolitan area by both Kansas and Missouri.
2) Support the proposal developed by the Missouri Association of School Administrators (MASA) entitled A New Path To Excellence.  The consensus among Missouri education leaders is that transferring students out of unaccredited school districts is not in the best interest of all students and will not lead to improvement of unaccredited districts.  We support a solution of support and early intervention as outlined in the MASA proposal.

3) Support choosing to maximize coverage under the Medicaid program to those newly eligible under the ACA.
Business and Economic Development

The Chambers support a system of fair and equitable taxes, tax incentives and tax credits that encourage business growth and the economic growth and development of the South Kansas City and Grandview areas.

Economic Development
· Support Missouri Angel and Venture Investment Incentive Act and other innovative tools to expand and support science and technology industries.

· Support the creation of incentives for the data center industry or industries using similar technology.

· Promote legislation to eliminate the use of cross border, state incentives within the KC metropolitan area by both Kansas and Missouri.

· Retain existing state economic development incentives and programs – including MODESA, state TIFs, tax credits and other programs –  and create new tools that benefit Kansas City and Grandview area businesses and help level the playing field with competing states.
· Remove or extend the current  January 1, 2013 sunset provision on the Missouri Downtown Economic Stimulus Act (MODESA).
General Business

· Support tort reform initiatives including measures to protect employers from frivolous lawsuits and eliminating joint and several liabilities.
Energy and the Environment

The Chambers encourage investment in energy reliability and efficiency and support policies that provide balance between public health and environmental protections without unreasonable economic burdens on industry/business.
· Support the development and voluntary use of alternative and renewable energy resources and policies that support expansion and development of energy infrastructure.
Health Care

The Chambers support healthcare and wellness initiatives and legislation that ensures sufficient funding for providers and greater access to coverage for the uninsured.
· Recognizing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is now law; The Chambers support its implementation using methods that provide the most flexibility and fewest mandates to business owners.
· Support choosing to maximize coverage under the Medicaid program to those newly eligible under the ACA.
Education

The Chambers support all levels of education and special education funding and its impact on strengthening the quality of education in the area and thus improving the business viability and workforce development of the region.   

· Pre-K through12 Education

· Support legislation that would guarantee full funding of the Missouri Foundation Formula for public schools.
· Support continuation of Missouri’s A+ Schools Program which provides up to two years of tuition for qualifying high school students to attend community colleges and technical schools.
· Support the proposal developed by the Missouri Association of School Administrators (MASA) entitled A New Path To Excellence. The consensus among Missouri education leaders is that transferring students out of unaccredited school districts is not in the best interest of all students and will not lead to improvement of unaccredited districts.  We support a solution of support and early intervention as outlined in the MASA proposal.
· Higher Education

· Support providing adequate funding to support all public colleges’ and universities’ operating budgets.
· Increase funding for technical occupation training programs, programs that enhance workforce competitiveness and economic development, including the Missouri Customized Training Program and enhance workforce programs such as the Certified Work Ready Communities (CWRC) initiative and the National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC).
· Keep the A+ promise.  Students who meet the requirements to receive A+ scholarship awards should receive what they are promised:  Full tuition and fees at a community college or area career/technical school.
· Support legislative efforts which continue to allow access to a college education at all of the state’s post-secondary institutions, including private colleges, through the Access Missouri program.

Transportation
The Chambers support adequate funding at the federal, state and local levels to encourage regional approaches to public transit, transportation planning, and the continued improvement of Missouri’s interstates, highways and infrastructure.

· Support maintenance and existing funding levels for existing infrastructure.

· Support and monitor the development and implementation of a comprehensive multimodal transit strategy for the Kansas City area.  

Other Issues

· Oppose mandates to municipalities that reduce local control and negatively impact local budgets.
· Support public policy that enables and encourages free market competition and infrastructure investment in the areas of voice, video and data services.

Local Priorities

Bannister Federal Complex (South Kansas City)
Support successful disposition of the Bannister Federal Complex including proper environmental remediation as well as reinvestment to assure future commercial viability.
135th Street Reconstruction in Martin City (South Kansas City)
Support funding for the reconstruction of phases 2 & 3 of 135th Street in Martin City.
Red Bridge Road Funding (South Kansas City)
Support funding for the reconstruction of Red Bridge Road from Blue River Road to Grandview Road.  

Blue River Road Repairs (South Kansas City)
Support funding for the repairs of Blue River Road south of Bannister Road which is currently closed due to the road washing out.

Asphalt Plant (South Kansas City & Grandview)
Assess environmental concerns for the asphalt plant at MO-150 & I-49.
Airport Redevelopment (South Kansas City)

Support citizen involvement in decisions to redevelop Kansas City International Airport.

I-49 Improvements (Grandview)

Seek assistance from MoDOT to implement improvements to infrastructure along I-49 and the one way I-49 out roadway in order to improve access to existing and prospective businesses and services in Grandview.

Environmental Standards (Grandview)

Ensure existing businesses and future business development complies with current environmental standards and that a natural resource review be part of the site development planning process.
Issues to Monitor
Though no legislation is currently being discussed on the following issues, these issues are very important to the Chamber and we will continue to monitor any legislation that may arise.

· Monitor the Fair Tax Act or any legislation that exchanges income tax for consumption tax.

· Monitor any legislation that would require sales tax on internet transactions.
· Monitor the progress of the Kansas City Regional Rapid Rail

· Monitor the Transportation Sales Tax being discussed by MoDOT.

· Monitor Ethics Reform

· Monitor efforts to reduce the incidence and costs of tobacco-related illness and other common chronic illnesses.
· Monitor legislation that would redefine misconduct by employees and would restore employer’s rights against unacceptable behavior by employees.

Federal Issues

Transportation

· The Chamber supports a multi-year transportation reauthorization bill that addresses the financial demands of outdated transportation systems.
Education
· The Chamber recognizes that an educated workforce is crucial to the success of businesses and supports efforts to enable schools to provide students with the education and tools they need to be this workforce.

 

Health Care Reform

· The Chamber supports legislation to repeal and reformulate provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act that have negative impacts on business’s ability to do business such as employer mandate, and the new taxes that will be passed on to employers and employees in the form of higher premiums.

· The Chamber supports maintaining Medicaid funding and provider taxes at levels that allow Missouri to sustain vital safety net coverage for families as well as important medical education programs.
 

Budget

· The Chamber encourages Congress and the administration to work toward a reduction of the budget deficit.

 

Energy
· The Chamber encourages investment in energy reliability and efficiency and support policies that provide balance between public health and environmental protections without unreasonable economic burdens on industry/business and supports the development and voluntary use of alternative and renewable energy resources and policies that support expansion and development of energy infrastructure.
 

Taxation

· The Chamber supports a simpler, predictable and less burdensome tax system.

 

Other

· The Chamber supports funding to extend the partially constructed flood wall in the Dodson Industrial Area of South Kansas City. (South Kansas City)
· The chamber supports federal legislation to fund the successful disposition of the Bannister Federal Complex including proper environmental remediation as well as reinvestment to assure future commercial viability. (South Kansas City)
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