IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
GRANDVIEW MUNICIPAL DIVISION
In Re: COVID-19

ORDER

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
16TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STATE OF MISSOURI, GRANDVIEW MUNICIPAL
DIVISION

In Re: Updated Court Operations under Missouri Supreme Court Operational and New
Guidelines in Jackson County — Effective February 15, 2021

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 02-15-2021
WHEREAS, beginning in the Spring of 2020 with the emergence and subsequent spread of
COVID-19 into a global pandemic, all aspects of society, business and government have been
affected and every person’s daily life has been impacted and altered in countless ways;

WHEREAS, the continuing operation of the Grandview Municipal Division Court has been
deemed to be an essential governmental service and therefore, the Court has remained open and
operational, performing core judicial functions, often through remote technologies including
video and telephone hearings and conferences; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the increase in the spread of COVID, the City of Kansas City,
Missouri(‘Kansas City”) has issued new Orders/Guidelines which set forth updated
requirements, regulations, restrictions and guidelines intended to slow the spread of COVID.
Jackson County, Missouri (“Jackson County”) has not (as of the issuance of this Administrative
Order) issued a new, updated Order; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the Court commencing a slow, deliberate plan moving toward
core complete court operations pursuant to Missouri Supreme Court Orders, the Court’s
operations will continue to be significantly modified; and

WHEREAS, circumstances regarding COVID-19 have changed dramatically since the Court’s
issuance of prior Administrative Orders related to court operations; and

WHEREAS, it has been and continues to be imperative that the Court take steps to protect the
health and safety of employees of the Court, all judicial officers, all attorneys, all litigants, all
victims, all witnesses, any other individuals or entities who have cases and hearings before the
Court and all members of the general public who interact with or have business with the Court;
and

WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court has continued to authorize the Presiding Judge of each
Circuit to facilitate local solutions regarding the continuation and/or restoration of court
operations, while also considering and maintaining a certain degree of uniformity; and

WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court has continued to encourage judges to utilize all
available technologies — including teleconferencing and video conferencing — to limit in person
courtroom appearances to the extent not prohibited by the constitution or statutes as to the
proceedings; and



WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court’s Operational Directives describe criteria to be
evaluated and considered regarding the continued operation of the Court as well as the
progression or regression to different Phases set forth in the Operating Directives; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 478.240.2 R.S.Mo. and Section 15 of the Missouri
Constitution, the Presiding Judge has general administrative authority over all judicial personnel
and court officials in the Circuit as well as administrative authority over dockets of the Court and
the administrative and discretionary authority regarding the manner in which any hearings are
conducted in the Court.

IT ISHEREBY ORDERED, effective immediately and continuing until rescinded, amended,
modified or extended in a subsequent Administrative Order, as follows:

The Grandview Municipal Division Court will follow the Operational Directives and the Phases
set forth herein and move into Operational Phase Three on February 15, 2021 by following
the Established Gateway Criteria to ensure readiness to progress to the next Operating Phase:

1. Continue to consult with local judiciary partners and rely on local health officials or
departments and CDC guidance to adapt court operating decisions to local health conditions.

2. Reexamine and update local court orders and COVID-19 Notices as appropriate.

3. In-person court proceedings, including the most extraordinary, pressing, and urgent can begin
where they can safely be conducted in compliance with social distancing protocols and
occupancy rate limitations of 25 or less applicable to the local community.

4. Keep occupancy rates in venues and common areas such as courtrooms, break rooms, and
other areas in court facilities to an occupancy rate of 25 or less whenever possible and operate
under social distancing protocols. Requiring the use of masks or face coverings. Require tape or
other visible means be used to demark six-foot distances where practical. Continue to allow
vulnerable litigants, witnesses, victims, attorneys, and other individuals involved in court
proceedings to participate in the proceedings remotely or postpone their required presence at the
court facility.

5. Continue to encourage judges and court staff to utilize all available technologies — including
teleconferencing and video conferencing — limit in-person courtroom appearances to the extent
practicable and not prohibited by constitutional or statutory provisions.

6. Continue to suspend any non-essential travel by judicial employees for work-related functions.

7. All Court staff and all members of the public who appear at any Court Building or

Municipal Court for hearings and/or to conduct any court-related business, shall comply with all
screening requirements and/or other requirements to mitigate against the spread of COVID
which are imposed at all Court Buildings and Municipal Courts, including but not limited to
temperature checks and medical screenings in order to enter any Court Building, properly
wearing masks or other face coverings as a condition to enter any Court Building or Municipal
Court, properly wearing masks or other face coverings in all public areas in all Court Buildings
and Municipal Courts and social distancing. Masks shall also be properly worn in all non-public
work areas in Court Buildings and Municipal Courts. Masks or other face coverings must at all
times, completely cover the nose and mouth of the wearer. Face shields are not in compliance



with the requirement of wearing face masks - if a face shield is worn, a mask must be properly
worn under the face shield.

8. Entrance into any Court Buildings will be denied to any person who is not properly wearing a
mask that completely covers that person’s nose and mouth. Any person wearing a face shield
will likewise be denied entry unless that person is also properly wearing a mask that completely
covers that person’s nose and mask. Additionally, any person who is seen in any Court Building
not properly wearing a mask that completely covers that person’s nose and mouth, shall be
subject to removal from the Court Building.

9. Continue increased cleaning and disinfection of common areas and providing hand sanitizers
and wipes.

10. Continue to allow vulnerable judicial employees to work with supervisors to establish
reasonable accommodations for those vulnerabilities.

11. Judicial employees, when in the court facility, should continue to maximize physical distance
from others. Six foot distancing should continue to be observed in all offices, meetings, and court
proceedings. Require tape or other visible means be used to demark six-foot distances where

practical. Additional precautions such as requiring masks or face coverings should be considered.

12. Continue to allow judicial employees to work in shifts whenever possible and feasible to
keep staffing levels to a bare minimum to support increased court activity.

13. Allow judicial employees to stay home if the employee:
a) Is subject to a quarantine or isolation order or is living with or caring for such an
individual,
b) Has been advised by a health care provider to self-quarantine or is living with or caring
for an individual who has been advised to self-quarantine;
c) Is considered high risk based on local or state health official or department criteria for
contracting COVID-19, or is living with or caring for such an individual; or
d) Is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and seeking medical diagnosis, or is living
with or caring for such an individual.

So Ordered
February 15, 2021
Date Ronald E. Johnson Municipal Judge




