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Plan Review 

A Stronger Grandview: Land Use Study (2020) 

Overview  
 
The 2020 A Stronger Grandview Land Use Study examines the long-term fiscal implications of Grandview’s 
existing land use patterns and infrastructure investments. The study emphasizes the need for more fiscally 
sustainable, compact development and highlights how development patterns directly impact the cost of 
maintaining infrastructure, especially streets.  
 
Relevance to Vision Zero  
 
Although the study focuses primarily on financial sustainability, its insights have important implications for 
Vision Zero. Specifically, the link between land use efficiency and infrastructure burden supports the Vision 
Zero goal of prioritizing safe, maintainable street networks. Encouraging development that requires less 
infrastructure per capita can also lead to more walkable, safer environments.  
 
Key Takeaways 

Street Infrastructure Burden 

Grandview maintains 254 lane miles of streets with an estimated annual preservation cost of $8 million, 
significantly higher than current allocations. Streets built during automobile-centric eras require 
disproportionate maintenance relative to their tax revenue return.  

Value per Acre Analysis 

Compact, mixed-use areas like Downtown Grandview generate significantly higher property tax revenue per 
acre while requiring less infrastructure. This illustrates the benefit of walkable, connected neighborhoods that 
align with Vision Zero safety goals. 

Return on Investment (ROI) Modeling 

The study modeled redevelopment scenarios for Downtown, the I-49 Frontage Road Area, and the Blue Ridge + 
KCSRR Overpass, revealing that high-density, mixed-use development delivers the best ROI. These scenarios 
support Vision Zero strategies by promoting land use patterns that reduce vehicle dependency. 

Equity and Land Use 

Recommendations include promoting missing middle housing, limiting lot widths, and discouraging cul-de-sac 
development. These are factors that can support safer, more accessible neighborhoods and reduce vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT), a key Vision Zero metric. 

Key Recommendations 

Citywide 

Prioritize maintenance for roads with the highest ROI and public value, particularly those that connect to 
regional destinations or support high-activity areas.  

Use land value data to inform street prioritization, ensuring limited transportation dollars are spent where they 
offer the most benefit. 

Housing Development 

Encourage small-scale, dense residential forms that better utilize infrastructure and support walkability. 

Avoid public investment in disconnected street patterns that reduce mobility and increase maintenance 
burden. 

Nonresidential Development 

Reinforce compact, adaptable development in the Downtown and other high-performing areas. 

When using subsidies or incentives, account for long-term infrastructure maintenance and potential safety co-
benefits. 

Blue Ridge Boulevard Corridor Design Guide 

Project Overview 

The Blue Ridge Boulevard Corridor Design Guide is a comprehensive plan to enhance pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, streetscape improvements, and redevelopment along Blue Ridge Boulevard. The guide results from 
extensive community input aimed at improving safety, accessibility, and overall quality of life for residents and 
businesses. The study was sponsored by the Mid-America Regional Council’s Planning Sustainable Places 
program.  

Project Intent and Goals 

Intent 

The primary focus is to transform Blue Ridge Boulevard from a car-oriented corridor into one that is inviting and 
safe for all types of mobility, including pedestrians and cyclists. The study aims to enhance aesthetic appeal, 
align with sustainability goals, and promote economic development.  

Goals 

Provide inclusive infrastructure for safer access to services and community assets. 

Facilitate a vision for corridor improvements with community input. 

Incorporate Complete Streets principles suitable for Blue Ridge Boulevard’s context. 

Project Timeline and Phases 

• Kick-off Research + Analysis: Gather data, engage stakeholders. 
• Vision + Input: Define goals, create and analyze concepts, and develop recommendations. 
• Draft Corridor Study: Develop implementation strategy and final plan. 
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• Final Draft Corridor Study: Refine the draft based on feedback. 

Complete Streets Concepts 
The guide emphasizes adopting Complete Streets policies, which ensure that streets are safe and accessible 
for all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, and transit riders. This approach aims to create more walkable 
and bikeable neighborhoods, increase access to employment and commercial centers, and provide alternative 
transport modes. 

History and Existing Conditions 

Blue Ridge Boulevard has historically been a significant north-south corridor in Grandview. Existing conditions 
reveal challenges such as gaps in sidewalk coverage, poor sidewalk conditions, excessive curb cuts, lack of 
shade, and limited pedestrian and cyclist facilities. With an average of 224 crashes reported over five years, the 
need for safety improvements is critical.  

Redevelopment Opportunities 
Several parcels along the corridor were identified as having redevelopment potential. Proposed redevelopment 
scenarios include: 

• Mixed-use buildings with commercial and residential spaces. 
• Entertainment venues with outdoor recreational amenities. 
• Office buildings align with modern urban designs. 
• Civic-oriented developments providing community services. 

Streetscape and Landscaping Enhancements 
The guide proposes streetscape improvements such as consistent street tree plantings, pedestrian lighting, 
benches, and decorative elements. Implementing green infrastructure like rain gardens and bioswales is 
recommended to manage stormwater and improve environmental sustainability. 

Operational and Safety Recommendations 
Roadway reconfiguration to include roundabouts at key intersections (Grandview Road and Harry S. Truman 
Drive) for traffic calming and improved safety. 

Addition of mid-block crossings and pedestrian refuge islands for safer pedestrian movement. 

Enhanced transit stops with amenities like shelters, seating, and bike racks. 

Cost Estimate 
An estimated cost of approximately $6.4 million covers proposed improvements such as shared-use paths, 
sidewalk improvements, roundabouts, pedestrian crossings, street trees, lighting, and transit stop upgrades. 

Summary: Go Grandview Walking and Biking Strategy 

Introduction 

The Go Grandview Walking and Biking Strategy outlines a comprehensive plan to create a safe, comfortable, 
and continuous sidewalk and trail network within Grandview, Missouri. The strategy emphasizes designing 
infrastructure to connect significant destinations, addressing existing challenges, and utilizing community 
feedback to inform priorities.  

Existing Conditions 
Sidewalk and Trail Coverage  

Grandview has approximately 140 centerline miles of streets, with roughly 75 miles of sidewalks and trails. 

However, many key areas, such as Interstate 49 frontage roads, major arterial streets, and certain 

neighborhoods, lack sufficient infrastructure.  

Sidewalk Widths and Conditions 

Most sidewalks are four feet wide, with only about 20% being four to eight feet wide. Only 2% of sidewalks are 

eight feet or wider. Conditions vary from poor to very good, with many older sidewalks needing significant 

repairs.  

Barriers to Walking and Biking 

Key challenges include streets without sidewalks, major roads designed for high-speed car movement, limited 
crossings over Interstate 49, lack of connectivity to regional trails, and narrow railroad underpasses.  

Priority Network 

The strategy proposes a Priority Walking and Biking Network to ensure direct and efficient routes to essential 
destinations. It focuses on leveraging existing infrastructure and addressing notable gaps to create a 
connected, citywide network for pedestrians and cyclists. The network design is guided by principles ensuring 
safety, comfort, directness, and accessibility.  

Implementation Strategies 
To implement the Priority Network, the strategy includes: 

Funding Sources 

Coordination with street striping schedules, planned resurfacing, and leveraging various federal programs such 
as the Surface Transportation Program, Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program, Transportation 
Alternatives Program, and Safe Routes to School Program. 

Coordination with Private Partners 

New developments should incorporate adjacent walking and biking infrastructure improvements in line with 
the strategy. 
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Project Delivery Strategies 

Adoption of new models for faster, more flexible, and efficient project delivery, such as pilot projects, interim 
design, and permanent installations. 

Community Feedback:  
An online survey and interactive mapping activities gathered feedback from roughly 170 participants, 
highlighting current walking and biking routes, desired routes, and perceived barriers. Key findings indicate a 
significant demand for improvements along corridors like Main Street, Harry Truman Drive, and major east-
west streets. 

Plans and Projects:  
The strategy references several related plans and projects that align with its goals: 

Grandview 2030 Comprehensive Plan 

Emphasizes walkability, transit access, and expanded trail amenities. 

Blue Ridge Boulevard Corridor Plan 

Focuses on beautifying Blue Ridge Boulevard, improving walkability, transit infrastructure, and implementing 
Complete Streets design elements. 

Interstate 49 Outer Roads Conversion 

Aims to improve connectivity by including walking and biking infrastructure in highway crossings and frontage 
roads. 

Kansas City Draft Bicycle Master Plan 

Provides a framework for a connected and safe network of bicycle facilities, including key connections to 
Grandview. 

Belton Trails Master Plan 

Addresses the need for connectivity between parks, neighborhoods, and across Interstate 49. 

Lee’s Summit Greenway Trails Master Plan 

Highlights regional trail connections, including links to Grandview. 

Kansas City Trails KC Plan 

A broader strategy for constructing and maintaining a connected regional trail system for recreation and 
commuting. 

Harry Truman Drive Presidential Trail Enhancement Plan 

Purpose of the Plan 
The plan aims to transform Harry Truman Drive into a “presidential” corridor that is safer, more attractive, and 
more functional for pedestrians and cyclists. The corridor connects Blue Ridge Boulevard to East 125th Street 

and serves as a key east-west link across I-49/U.S. 71. It also connects to the Harry S. Truman Farm Home, a 
site of national historic significance. 

Project Goals 
Expand the 5-foot sidewalk into a 10–12-foot shared-use path. 

Improve safety through traffic calming, intersection enhancements, and trail amenities. 

Establish a presidential identity with wayfinding signage, lighting, landscaping, and benches. 

Support connectivity to commercial, residential, and regional trail networks. 

Reduce vehicular speeds and improve pedestrian crossings, especially at 15th Street and East 125th Street. 

Key Segments and Recommendations 
West Segment (Blue Ridge Blvd to West Frontage Rd) 

• Convert from 4 lanes to 3 lanes (road diet) to allow space for the shared-use path and green space. 
• Install a roundabout at 15th Street, replacing the four-way stop. 
• Add mid-block crossings, especially near senior and apartment buildings. 
• Enhance aesthetics with landscaping, lighting, benches, and trail signage. 

Underpass Segment (under I-49/U.S. 71) 

• Cut back the southern embankment and install a retaining wall to make space for the widened 
path. 

• Improve trail safety with better lighting and crosswalks at frontage road intersections. 
• Address stormwater issues and underpass cleanliness with drainage and maintenance 

improvements. 

East Segment (East Frontage Rd to East 125th Street) 

• Rightsize from 17.5' lanes to 12' lanes, freeing space for a 10' path and 8' green buffer. 
• Install a traffic circle at East 125th Street to improve safety and reduce crashes. 
• Improve crosswalks and lighting; clear overgrown vegetation and consider adding barriers at steep 

ditches. 

Implementation Plan 
Phasing 

• East Segment – Shortest and easiest to implement. 
• West Segment – Involves lane reductions and a roundabout. 
• Underpass Segment – Requires coordination with MoDOT and a structural engineering study. 

Demonstration Project 
A quick-build project is recommended for the west segment to test the road diet and trail layout. 
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Funding Opportunities 
• Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) 
• Safe Streets for All (SS4A) demonstration grants 
• Carbon Reduction Program (CRP), TAP, and CMAQ (all through MARC) 

Community Engagement 
Included online surveys, mapping tools, stakeholder interviews, and a pop-up event. 

Common themes: 

• Strong support for safer crossings, lighting, and trail amenities. 
• Concerns about speeding, safety, cleanliness, and lack of trail identity. 
• Requests for roundabouts, trail signage, and parking access. 

Alignment with Other Plans 
• Grandview 2030 Comprehensive Plan (2020): Emphasizes walkability and infrastructure 

investment. 
• Go Grandview Active Transportation Plan (2021): Identifies Harry Truman Drive as a key east-west 

bike/pedestrian corridor. 
• Blue Ridge Boulevard Corridor Plan (2022): Recommends shared-use trail extensions. 
• Parks & Recreation Master Plan (2023): Prioritizes trail network improvements. 

M-150 Corridor Plan  

The M-150 Corridor Plan provides a comprehensive strategy to guide development, transportation 
improvements, and urban design along the M-150 Highway corridor in Grandview, Missouri. The corridor serves 
as a key regional connector and development opportunity area. 

Framework Plan 

Purpose 

Establishes the overall vision, land use strategy, and design principles for the corridor. 

Key Goals 

• Promote high-quality, mixed-use development. 
• Create a balanced transportation system for vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists. 
• Enhance the corridor’s identity through urban design and gateway treatments. 

Land Use Recommendations 

• Support commercial and retail nodes at key intersections. 
• Encourage office and employment centers east of Byars Road. 

• Preserve green space and natural features through sustainable development practices. 

Mobility Emphasis 

Improve multimodal access with sidewalks, bike facilities, and safer crossings. 

Implementation Plan 

Purpose 

Outlines specific capital projects, policy changes, and phasing strategies. 

Key Projects 

• Roadway upgrades and intersection improvements along M-150. 
• Access management strategies to reduce driveways and conflict points. 
• Trail and sidewalk connections to link surrounding neighborhoods. 

Phasing Strategy 

• Short-Term: Traffic calming and signage improvements. 
• Mid-Term: Intersection reconstructions and developer-led infrastructure. 
• Long-Term: Full buildout of corridor-wide enhancements. 

Funding 

Leverages a combination of local, state, and private development investments. 

Design Standards 

Purpose 

Provides architectural, landscaping, and streetscape guidelines to ensure consistent corridor character. 

Design Elements Include 

• Setbacks, building height, and massing requirements. 
• Materials and façade treatments to support a cohesive look. 
• Pedestrian-scale lighting, street trees, and signage regulations. 

Transportation Design 

• Defines typical cross-sections for roads, sidewalks, and trails. 
• Encourages multi-use paths and buffered landscaping for pedestrian comfort. 
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Plan Objectives Across All Components 

• Improve safety and mobility along M-150. 
• Attract quality development and redevelopment. 
• Integrate land use and transportation planning. 
• Ensure a unified, visually appealing corridor environment. 

Grandview 2030 Comprehensive Plan Summary 

Vision Statement 

A connected, inclusive, and prosperous community that honors its heritage while embracing future growth 
through smart planning and coordinated investment. 

Key Goals by Topic Area 

Land Use and Growth Management 

• Guide growth to targeted nodes and corridors, including key areas like Truman Corners and the M-
150 Corridor. 

• Encourage mixed-use development and neighborhood preservation. 
• Promote infill development and adaptive reuse to prevent sprawl. 

Housing 

• Provide a diverse range of housing types and price points. 
• Support reinvestment in existing neighborhoods through housing rehabilitation and code 

enforcement. 
• Encourage new residential development near schools and parks. 

Transportation and Connectivity 

• Improve street connectivity and reduce traffic congestion through better roadway design. 
• Prioritize multimodal transportation, including sidewalks, bike lanes, and transit. 
• Focus on key corridors such as Blue Ridge Blvd, Main Street, and 135th Street. 

Economic Development 

• Attract and retain businesses through development incentives and strategic land use planning. 
• Reinforce Grandview’s role as a regional employment center. 
• Emphasize redevelopment of underutilized commercial areas. 

Parks, Trails, and Open Space 

• Enhance park access and quality in all neighborhoods. 
• Expand the citywide trail network to connect residential, commercial, and civic destinations. 
• Preserve natural features and incorporate green infrastructure. 

Community Facilities and Infrastructure 

• Ensure that public facilities and infrastructure keep pace with growth. 
• Support investments in water, sewer, and stormwater systems. 
• Incorporate sustainable and resilient design practices. 

Urban Design and Identity 

• Establish design guidelines to improve corridor appearance and development quality. 
• Create distinctive gateways and corridor character areas. 
• Emphasize Grandview’s historical and cultural identity in public spaces. 

Focus Areas 

• Truman Corners: Promote mixed-use redevelopment. 
• Main Street Corridor: Reinforce as a civic and cultural spine. 
• M-150 Corridor: Direct future growth and economic activity. 
• I-49 Interchange Areas: Improve accessibility and attract commercial investment. 

Implementation Strategy 

• Identify priority infrastructure projects and planning updates. 
• Coordinate with regional agencies like MARC and MoDOT. 
• Regularly update zoning, subdivision regulations, and capital improvement plans. 
• Track progress through metrics and community engagement. 

Policy Review 

As part of the development of the Grandview Vision Zero Action Plan, a focused policy review was conducted 
to understand how existing regulations, standards, and design practices influence traffic safety and support 
the City’s broader Vision Zero goals. This review helped identify where current policies align with safe systems 
principles and where updates may be needed to further reduce serious injuries and fatalities on Grandview’s 
streets. 

The policy review concentrated on key elements directly related to roadway design, pedestrian and bicycle 
safety, and access management. These included the City’s Streetlight Policy, Driveway Requirements and 
Access Spacing Standards, to name a few. Relevant components of the Grandview 2030 Comprehensive Plan, 
Go Grandview, A Stronger Grandview, and more. Each of these plans and policies plays a role in shaping the 
built environment, travel behavior, and the safety of all roadway users. 
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The purpose of the review was not to conduct a full code audit, but to highlight policies that have a direct 
impact on the risk factors identified through crash data analysis and community input. For instance, driveway 
spacing, lighting placement, and trail connectivity all contribute to visibility, vehicle conflicts, and comfort for 
non-motorized users. The findings from this review provide a foundation for recommended updates and 
coordination between Vision Zero efforts and ongoing city planning, capital improvements, and development 
review processes. 

Streetlight Policies 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Street lighting plays a critical role in reducing nighttime crashes and increasing visibility for all users, especially 
pedestrians. Well-lit streets are proven to lower crash severity and reduce crime, contributing to both 
perceived and actual safety. For Grandview, consistent and appropriately spaced lighting supports Vision Zero 
principles by minimizing environmental risk factors contributing to roadway injuries and fatalities. 

Summary of Current Policy 

Placement Requirements 

• Streetlights are required at all intersections. 
• Mid-block lighting may be installed to maintain a spacing of 250–400 feet but spacing must not 

exceed 500 feet. 

Light Intensity 

• A minimum of 7,700 lumens is required on local streets. 
• A minimum of 25,500 lumens is required on arterial streets. 

Inventory and Oversight 

• The city maintains around 1,300 streetlights. 
• The Public Works Department recommends new installations to the Board of Aldermen. 
• Maintenance relies heavily on residents reporting outages or malfunctioning lights. 

Power Access and Easements 

• In residential areas with backyard power lines, KCP&L must obtain easements from front-facing 
property owners to power new lights. 

• Easements must be donated at no cost to proceed with installation. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Develop Lighting Guidance for Curves and Crosswalks  

Incorporate criteria for lighting on roadway curves and at marked pedestrian crossings to reduce risks where 
visibility is limited. 

Transition from Passive to Proactive Maintenance 

Implement a proactive streetlight inspection program or smart sensor technology to detect outages 
automatically rather than relying on public reports. 

Prioritize High-Injury Areas 

Use crash data and the High-Injury Network (HIN) to guide future lighting investments, ensuring areas with poor 
visibility and higher crash rates are prioritized. 

Clarify Easement Acquisition Strategy 

Explore city-led easement acquisition or incentive programs to streamline installation in neighborhoods 
lacking front-facing power access. 

Driveway Requirements and Access Spacing 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Driveway placement and spacing are essential to maintaining a safe and efficient transportation network. 
Improperly spaced or poorly located driveways introduce additional conflict points, increase the likelihood of 
side-impact and rear-end crashes, and disrupt pedestrian pathways. Ensuring adequate sight distance and 
spacing between driveways and intersections helps reduce crash risk and improve the safety of all roadway 
users, especially on busy collector and arterial streets where traffic speeds are higher. 

Summary of Current Policy 

The City of Grandview’s driveway standards aim to balance accessibility with safety across residential, 
commercial, and industrial properties: 

General Requirements 

• All driveways must maintain safe sight distance. 
• Must follow technical specifications for concrete design and turning radii. 

Commercial and Industrial Driveways 

• Two-way width: 25' minimum; 35'–60' maximum depending on use. 
• One-way width: 16' minimum. 
• Placement: At least 50 feet from intersections; 25 feet minimum offset from corner properties. 
• Turn radius: Minimum 15 feet. 
• Access Spacing: 
• 75 feet minimum on local and collector streets. 
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• 125 feet minimum on arterial streets. 
• Recommended minimum of 55 feet between commercial/industrial driveways. 

Residential Driveways 

• Width must be between 9 and 25 feet. 
• Not permitted on arterial streets. 
• Must provide at least 5' turning radii. 
• All driveways must meet sight distance criteria. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Strengthen Access Management Restrictions 

Currently, Grandview access spacing requirements on collector and arterial roads are less restrictive when 
compared to peer policies, such as APWA, Lee’s Summit, or Overland Park’s access management policies. 
There are nuances to each access management policy, but the following provides a comparison for driveways 
along a minor arterial roadway: 

• Grandview – 55 feet 
• APWA – 200 feet 
• Lee’s Summit – 400 feet (when there is no restrictive median) 

Integrate Driveway Design with Multimodal Goals 

Review driveway designs for their impact on pedestrian and cyclist safety—particularly at mid-block crossings 
and near trail connections. 

Promote Shared Access for Commercial Sites 

Encourage the use of shared driveways or cross-access easements in commercial developments to limit the 
number of conflict points along corridors. 

Update Sight Distance Evaluation Criteria 

Provide clearer guidelines and tools for evaluating safe sight distance during permit review. 

Review Arterial Restrictions 

Consider formalizing a limited access policy for arterial streets to prevent new residential driveways and limit 
new commercial driveways unless necessary. 

Intersection Design Policy 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Intersections are high-conflict areas where multiple travel modes intersect. They account for a significant 
portion of serious injury and fatal crashes. Effective intersection design improves visibility, reduces conflict 
points, and simplifies decision-making for all users. Modern treatments such as Leading Pedestrian Intervals 
(LPIs), retroreflective backplates, and pedestrian countdown timers can dramatically enhance safety, 
especially for vulnerable users. Roundabouts are another proven tool that reduces fatal and injury crashes by 
lowering vehicle speeds and eliminating head-on and angle collisions. 

Summary of Current Policy 

Grandview follows the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) as its foundational standard for 
intersection design and signalization. While this provides a strong baseline, several safety-enhancing features 
have not yet been formally adopted or implemented: 

MUTCD Compliance: All intersections meet minimum national standards for signage, markings, and signal 
control. 

Modern Safety Enhancements: 

• No current citywide policy for Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPIs) at signals. 
• Retroreflective signal backplates are not consistently used, despite their role in improving visibility 

during low-light conditions. 
• Pedestrian countdown timers are not universally implemented at signalized intersections. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Formalize Adoption of Proven Safety Enhancements 

Develop a citywide policy or checklist to guide implementation of LPIs, retroreflective backplates, and 
countdown timers at all new or upgraded signalized intersections. 

Launch Public Education Campaigns 

Provide educational materials or signage explaining how to navigate roundabouts safely, especially for drivers 
unfamiliar with them. 

Integrate Intersection Policy with HIN Data 

Use Grandview’s High-Injury Network analysis to prioritize intersections for enhancements and allocate 
funding toward retrofits that improve safety at the most dangerous locations. 
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Sidewalk Inventory and Prioritization 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Sidewalks are essential infrastructure for pedestrian safety, providing a protected space separate from vehicle 
traffic. Incomplete or deteriorating sidewalks expose pedestrians, particularly children, seniors, and 
individuals with disabilities, to increased crash risk. Prioritizing sidewalk investments near schools, parks, and 
transit stops is critical for improving access and safety for vulnerable road users (VRUs). A robust and updated 
sidewalk inventory helps identify the most pressing needs and ensures data-driven prioritization of 
improvements. 

Summary of Current Policy 

Grandview’s “Go Grandview” Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan guides sidewalk planning and prioritization 
with a focus on equity and connectivity. The current framework includes: 

Prioritization Focus 

• Sidewalk gaps near schools, parks, and transit stops are given the highest priority. 

Planning and Coordination 

• Action items include updating the inventory and conducting a gap analysis. 
• Integration with crash data and vulnerable road user (VRU) data is encouraged to align safety goals 

with infrastructure investments. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Update the Sidewalk Inventory Regularly  

Conduct a citywide field audit or use GIS and community reporting tools to develop a real-time sidewalk 
conditions map. 

Conduct a Formal Sidewalk Gap Analysis 

Use proximity-based criteria (e.g., distance to schools, senior centers, transit stops) and crash hot spots to 
rank and prioritize gap closures. 

Adopt a Safe Systems Prioritization Framework 

Focus first on high-risk areas identified through the High-Injury Network (HIN) or locations with a high 
concentration of pedestrian crashes. 

Establish a Sidewalk Maintenance Policy 

Define roles, funding, and schedules for repairing broken or obstructed sidewalks to maintain walkability over 
time. 

Snow Removal and Maintenance 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Effective snow and ice removal is critical to roadway safety during winter months. Poorly maintained streets 
can lead to increased crash risk, especially for pedestrians, cyclists, and emergency vehicles. Timely snow 
removal ensures visibility, reduces slip hazards, and maintains access to critical destinations. Clear policies 
also help reduce public confusion and improve compliance with parking regulations that can obstruct plow 
operations. 

Summary of Current Policy 

The City of Grandview prioritizes snow removal based on the functional classification of its roadways, ensuring 
that the most heavily used and essential corridors are cleared first: 

High-Priority Routes 

• Major roadways receive early attention during snow events. 

Community Guidance 

• Residents are encouraged to avoid on-street parking during snowstorms to facilitate plowing. 
• Additional communication may occur via city channels during major events. 

Operational Structure 

• Snow routes are pre-established, and plowing is organized accordingly to maximize efficiency and 
coverage. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Expand Public Communication Channels 

Use real-time notifications to keep residents informed of plow progress and parking restrictions. 

Develop a Sidewalk and Bike Path Snow Plan 

Ensure snow removal extends beyond vehicle lanes to include sidewalks, transit stops, and multi-use trails, 
particularly near schools and bus routes. 

Formalize Parking Enforcement During Storms 
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Consider temporary emergency parking rules or signage to clearly identify no-parking zones during snow 
events. 

Evaluate Post-Storm Clearance 

Implement a process for evaluating plowing effectiveness and identifying areas needing additional clearing 
after initial passes. 

Stormwater and Erosion Control 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Stormwater and erosion control are essential for maintaining safe and resilient transportation infrastructure. 
Poor drainage can lead to pavement deterioration, standing water, and reduced visibility, all of which increase 
crash risk. Erosion can also undermine roadway foundations and compromise sidewalks or trails. By managing 
runoff effectively, cities can reduce hydroplaning risks, extend pavement life, and ensure accessible and visible 
travel paths during and after storms. 

Summary of Current Policy 

Grandview’s stormwater management policies are primarily oriented toward infrastructure preservation and 
flood control, with indirect but important safety implications for the roadway network: 

Primary Focus Areas: 

• Controlling runoff volume and velocity to prevent erosion. 
• Maintaining roadway visibility by preventing water pooling. 
• Protecting infrastructure longevity through drainage design standards. 

Integration with Transportation: 

• Current stormwater practices are not directly tied to transportation safety data or crash patterns. 
• Erosion control requirements apply broadly to development sites and public right-of-way 

improvements. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Link Drainage to Crash Hotspots 

Identify areas where stormwater issues overlap with the High-Injury Network (HIN) or locations with frequent 
weather-related crashes. 

Update Design Standards for Multimodal Safety 

Ensure that bike lanes, sidewalks, and crossings are designed with adequate drainage to prevent flooding and 
icing hazards. 

Prioritize Drainage Near Schools 

Focus stormwater upgrades near high-pedestrian areas and vulnerable user zones. 

Incorporate Green Infrastructure 

Encourage the use of bioswales, permeable pavements, and rain gardens in new transportation projects to 
slow runoff and reduce surface water. 

Traffic Calming and Speed Management 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Vehicle speed is one of the most critical factors influencing crash severity and the survivability of road users. 
Even small reductions in vehicle speeds can dramatically decrease the risk of serious injuries or fatalities. 
Traffic calming measures reduce speeds through physical design changes, while speed management policies 
ensure limits are appropriate for the surrounding context. Together, these strategies form the backbone of a 
Safe Systems approach to roadway design. 

Summary of Current Policy 

The City of Grandview does not currently have a formal traffic calming program, but recognizes the role of 
traffic speed in roadway safety and has identified several potential strategies: 

Traffic Calming Tools 

Bump-outs (curb extensions) and chicanes are identified as quick-build options to visually and physically 
narrow travel lanes, encouraging lower speeds. 

Speed Limit Management 

Speed limits may be revised based on engineering studies, although no comprehensive speed-setting policy 
currently exists. 

Project-Based Implementation 

Some traffic calming elements may be considered during corridor redesigns or capital improvements, but 
there is no citywide framework guiding their use. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Establish a Formal Traffic Calming Program 

Develop a policy framework that includes traffic calming eligibility criteria, resident request processes, and 
funding mechanisms. 
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Adopt Context-Sensitive Speed Policies 

Shift from 85th percentile speed-setting to a Safe Systems approach that considers land use, vulnerable users, 
and crash history. 

Pilot Quick-Build Installations 

Test bump-outs, chicanes, speed cushions, or painted curb extensions in high-priority areas to evaluate 
effectiveness before permanent installation. 

Incorporate Calming in All Projects  

Ensure that roadway resurfacing or capital projects automatically assess speed management needs as part of 
project scoping. 

Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Children are among the most vulnerable road users. A formal Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) program improve 
safety for students walking, biking, or taking transit to school by addressing unsafe infrastructure, traffic 
behavior, and visibility concerns near school zones. SRTS programs reduce crash risk, encourage healthy 
active transportation habits, and foster a culture of traffic safety around schools. 

Summary of Current Policy 

At present, the City of Grandview does not have a formal SRTS program in place. While some school-adjacent 
projects may address safety on a case-by-case basis, there is no coordinated or systematic effort to assess 
and improve conditions near schools. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Develop a Citywide SRTS Program 

Partner with school districts, parents, and students to identify top safety concerns and prioritize improvements 
near K–12 campuses. 

Conduct School-Area Safety Audits 

Use crash data, walk audits, and parent surveys to assess sidewalk gaps, crossings, signage, and enforcement 
needs. 

Pursue SRTS Grant Funding 

Apply for federal or state funding to support infrastructure and programming. 

Integrate SRTS into Transportation Planning 

Ensure that capital improvement plans, Vision Zero initiatives, and project scoring criteria prioritize school-
related safety upgrades. 

Launch Education and Encouragement Campaigns 

Collaborate with schools on bike guides, walking days, and driver awareness efforts during arrival/dismissal 
times. 

Street Tree Policies 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Street trees can enhance safety by serving as natural traffic calming elements, improving pedestrian comfort, 
and creating a visual buffer between vehicles and sidewalks. However, poorly placed trees can obstruct sight 
lines, signs, or lighting, and roots can damage sidewalks presenting hazards to pedestrians, especially those 
with mobility challenges. Clear policies for street tree placement are essential to balance aesthetics, comfort, 
and transportation safety. 

Summary of Current Policy 

Grandview currently lacks formal policies for street tree placement along arterial and collector roadways, 
though some general guidance exists within landscape or development review processes. Notable 
observations include: 

No codified tree spacing, species, or setback standards related to transportation safety. 

Landscape design guidelines may address aesthetic goals but do not integrate roadway classification or safety 
principles. 

There is no coordinated strategy to ensure trees do not block streetlights, signs, or pedestrian routes. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Establish Street Tree Placement Guidelines 

Define tree setbacks, species types, and spacing requirements based on roadway classification, sidewalk 
width, and visibility needs. 

Coordinate with Utility and Lighting Standards 

Ensure tree locations are compatible with streetlight placement and overhead/underground utilities, especially 
in areas where front-yard easements are required. 

Incorporate Safety Criteria into Landscape Review 



 

11 
 

Require transportation staff to review proposed street tree plans to confirm compliance with visibility and 
clearance requirements. 

Promote Diverse, Non-Invasive Species 

Reduce long-term maintenance and visibility issues by specifying non-invasive, deep-rooted, and canopy-
appropriate trees that minimize interference with sidewalks and roadways. 

Include Street Trees in Safe Streets Initiatives 

Leverage tree planting as part of quick-build curb extensions, traffic calming projects, or pedestrian refuge 
areas where appropriate. 

Signage and Pavement Markings 

Why This Policy Relates to Safety 

Clear, visible, and well-maintained signage and pavement markings are foundational to traffic safety. They 
guide driver behavior, delineate space for all users, and reinforce expectations especially at intersections, 
crosswalks, school zones, and on higher-speed roads. Poorly maintained signs or faded pavement markings 
can contribute to confusion, missed cues, and an increased risk of crashes, particularly for vulnerable road 
users. 

Summary of Current Policy 

The City of Grandview does not currently maintain a comprehensive inventory of its traffic signage or pavement 
markings. As a result: 

• There is no formalized process for proactively monitoring the condition, visibility, or compliance of 
signs and markings with MUTCD standards. 

• Maintenance is likely reactive, relying on public reporting or incidental observation. 
• There is no centralized system for prioritizing repainting schedules, retro reflectivity testing, or 

signage replacement. 

Recommendations for Improvement 

Develop a Signage and Markings Inventory 

Create a GIS-based asset management system to document sign types, conditions, retro reflectivity, and 
pavement markings citywide. 

Implement a Routine Inspection Schedule 

Establish a regular cycle for inspecting and maintaining signage and striping, with seasonal priorities. 

Prioritizing Safety-Critical Locations 

Focus upgrades crosswalks, intersections, school zones, pedestrian/bike routes, and areas within the High-
Injury Network (HIN). 

Utilize High-Visibility Materials 

Expand the use of thermoplastic striping, reflective paint, and retroreflective sign materials to improve 
nighttime and low-light visibility. 

Incorporating into Capital and Maintenance Planning 

Align signage and marking upgrades with road resurfacing and capital improvement projects to maximize 
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. 
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